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March 5, 1987

Mr. Steve Colantino

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
2200 Churchill Road,

Springfield, Illinois 62706

RE: Summary Report of Sampling Activities at the
Lenz 0il Services Site
Lemont, Illinois
(WE Project No. 06369)

Dear Mr. Colantino,

It is our pleasure to submit the attached Summary Report of Sampling Activities
at the Lenz 0il Services Site in accordance with our Project Outline Proposal
Report (POPR).

The summary report includes the data from the drum, tank, and soil sampling
programs as well as the hydrogeologic investigation and monitoring well install-
ation. A site plan that shows the sampling locations, drum staging areas, tank
locations, and other physical properties of the site is included. This is our

final report and concludes our activities on this project.

If you have any questions or feel any aspect of this report requires clarification,
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Very trulyyyours,

William G. Paraskevas
Branch Office Director

WGP/mc

Enc.

6535 EAST 82ND STREET, SUITE 205A, INDIANAPQOLIS, IN 46250  (317) 841-8845
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1.0 SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES )

1.1 Introduction

From June 18 to July 30, 1986, Wehran Engineering, under contract with the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), conducted a site investigation at the Lenz
0il Services site near Lemont, Illinois. The primary purposes of this site in-
vestigation were to determine the types of waste materials present on site and to
conduct a preliminary investigation into the contamination of the underlying soils
and groundwater. The following sections comprise a summary of the activities that
occurred during the course of this investigation.

1.2 Set-up and Tank Inventory

Prior to any sampling, a decontamination pad was constructed within the site bound-
aries at the easternmost entrance to the site. This area was used to decontaminate
all vehicles and equipment that left the site and for the daily decontamination of
the reusable safety and sampling equipment. A trailer was also brought on-site

to serve as an office and as a storage facility for safety and sampling equipment.

Initially, a tank inventory was completed by walking through the site and noting

the number of tanks and their locations, Each tank was labelled with an identifying
number. These tank locations are shown on the accompanying site plan. Workers
conducting this inventory wore Level C protective gear and monitored the ambient con-
ditions with portable air monitoring equipment.

1.3 Drum Staging

A concrete block storage shed exists in the southernmost corner of the site, The
northern section of this shed housed an unknown number of fifty-five gallon drums
containing unknown materials. These drums were stacked two-high. Most of the drums
were either punctured or rusted through and required an overpack to prevent further
leakage of material onto the ground. As the drums were removed from the shed, they
were labelled with an identification number. The leaking drums were placed in the
overpacks using a forklift with a drum ring attachment. The overpacks were labelled
with the same i1dentification number as the drums that were placed in them.

The forklift was also used to relocate all of the drums and overpacked drums to one
of three staging areas shown on the site plan. Two of these staging areas contain
exclusively overpacked drums. Drum Staging Area #l1 is one such site and is located
at the south corner of the site between the storage shed and the concrete block
garage. The second area for overpacked drums is Drum Staging Area #3 located in the
western portion of the site between tanks T-19 and T-23. Drum Staging Area #2 was
set-up for drums that did not require an overpack either because the drum was in-
tact or empty. This area is located between the tank farm and Drum Staging Area #3.
Intact drums from the storage shed and empty or intact drums from other various
locations within the site were included in this area. A total of 197 drums were
located and labelled.



1.4 Drum and Tank Sampling
l1.4.1 Drum Sampling

Once the drum staging was completed, the sampling segment of the field investigative
program began. The first task that was undertaken was the opening of all the drums.
The workers involved in this phase of the work wore Level B protection, either self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) or air lines. The ambient environment around
the drums was monitored with an HNU meter or an Organic Vapor Analyzer (OVA). These
instruments were also used to monitor the airspace in each vessel.

There were two principle sampling devices used for the materials in the drums -
coliwassas and trowels. The method of sampling for a particular drum was chosen
based on the physical state of the waste material and the accessibility of the
material through the top of the drum. Extremely viscous semifluids and solids

were sampled with trowels when drum tops could be removed. Semifluids were sampled
with coliwassas when drum lids could not be removed and the only available access

to the material was through a bung hole in the top of the drum. Liquids were always
sampled utilizing coliwassas.

Each sampling device was rinsed with acetone and then distilled water prior to
sampling to prevent the introduction of foreign contaminants to the sample. The
expended sampling device was disposed of in the drum that was sampled to prevent
cross-contamination between drums. The only exception to this practice was the
trowels used for taking composite samples as described below,

Semifluids with similar physical characteristics (i.e. color, texture, etc.) were
sampled and combined as composite samples, with no more than four drum samples per
composite sample. The same trowel was used to sample each drum in any one composite
sample and then disposed of in the drum. There was no compositing of liquid samples.
One sample was taken for each phase in drums that contained more than one layer. As
each labelled sample jar was filled, it was sealed with evidence tape, initialled
and dated, and placed in a cooler provided by the IEPA contract laboratory.

An estimate was made as to the depth of material contained in each drum. If a
drum was empty a note was placed in the field book stating that fact. Upon completion
of the sampling, each of the drums and each overpack were closed.

1.4.2 Tank Sampling

The tank sampling safety program was conducted in a manner similar to that of the
drum sampling. That is, the tank opening process was conducted using Level B pro-
tection and the ambient conditions were monitored with an OVA. In addition to the
OVA, the tanks were also monitored with an explosimeter/oxygen meter. This safety
device sounded an alarm whenever the oxygen level dropped to 19% or less or when
25% of the Lower Explosive Limit (LEL) was reached. Because the explosimeter is
calibrated for propane, a limit of 25% of the LEL was conservatively used as a
warning level when monitoring atmospheres containing unknown vapors to allow for
differences in instrument response to different compounds, The tanks were sampled
by dipping a glass container into the material contained in the tanks and pouring
what was collected into jars provided by the IEPA contract laboratory. The level of
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the material in some of the tanks was such that it could not be reached by hand
dipping, therefore an extension had to be added to the handle of the dipper. Prior
to sampling, each dipper was rinsed with acetone and then distilled water to pre-
vent the introduction of contaminants to the tanks. At the conclusion of sampling
each tank, the dipper was disposed of in the tank to prevent cross-contamination
between tank samples.

As with the drum samples, tank samples were also sealed with evidence tape, initialled
and dated, and placed into a cooler provided by the IEPA contract laboratory.

l.4.3 Oxygen Deficient and/or Potentially Explosive Atmospheres

As noted in the previous section, an explosimeter/oxygen meter was utilized to
provide a warning of oxygen deficient or potentially explosive atmospheres. There
were several areas where the alarm sounded.

The first area was in the vicinity of tamk T-23. Oxygen levels sometimes dropped

to 19X in the breathing zone, The location where these readings were obtained is ¢ m
on the accompanying site plan view. The cause of these low oxygen levels was not
determined.

The warning level on the explosimeter was exceeded in two areas, Near tank T-27,
readings of 100% LEL were obtained, while at tank T-1l4, readings of 62% LEL were
noted. ’

Due to restricted access to Tank T-17 - which was buried - the atmosphere inside
that tank could not be surveyed. However, because of its location with respect to
the gasoline pump on the site and an opening in the tank that was found beneath that
pump, it is believed that the tank was used for gasoline storage and may contain
some residual amount. If so, then a potential explosive atmosphere within the tank
could exist.

1.5 Surface Soil Sampling

Six composite surface soil samples were taken for chemical analysis to aid in the
determination of the extent of the contamination of the site. Four of these samples
were taken in the vicinity of tanks. One sample was taken immediately north of the
tank farm from zero to five inches below the surface, This sample location is

shown as X101 on the site plan. A second sample, labelled X102 on the site plan, was
taken immediately north of tank T-34 from zero to five inches below the ground sur-
face. Both of these samples were oily and the head space in the glass, wide-mouthed
jars had OVA readings of greater than 1000 parts per million (ppm). These readings
were taken by opening the jar and inserting the OVA probe into the jar and then
covering the jar opening with the lid to prevent dispersion by the wind of the con-
tained vapors.

A third sample, X104, was taken from the inside of the berm surrounding tanks T-32
and T-33. The last of these four surface soil samples taken near tanks was X108,
located immediately south of tank T-16. This sample was generally gravel coated with
a dried oil.

One of the two remaining composite surface soil samples was taken from the cinder
stockpile near the north fence adjacent to the former lagoon area as shown on the
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site plan. This sample was labelled X103. The final surficial soil sample, X107,
was taken from the soils underlying the area in the storage shed where the drums had
been stacked. This sample was oily.

1.6 Subsurface Investigation
l.6.1 Magnetometer and Metal Detector

Another segment of the field investigation was the location of underground objects,
such as piping systems or drums, using a magnetometer and a metal detector. The
magnetometer that was used was a Geometrics; Model: G8l6. Several anomalies were
located in the former lagoon area. These locations are shown on the site map and
denoted with the prefix "PL". Although the exact dimensions of these objects could
not be determined, it was determined that they were relatively small. PL-9 is an
exception to the above statement. The anomaly in the soil detected at this point
was larger than a typical fifty-five gallon drum. There was also a large object de-
tected between Drum Staging Areas #2 and #3. The precise dimensions of these two
larger subsurface objects was not determined.

1.6.2 Hand Augering

Fourteen borings were hand augered in the former lagoon area to evaluate conditions

in the area affected by the lagoon. Two other borings were hand augered near tank
T~18. These auger holes are denoted on the site plan by the prefix "A'"., OVA readings
were taken at various depths in each auger hole. The following table shows the OVA
readings for each boring at each depth:

Depth in inches of OVA readings in ppu

Boring 11 ' " " 1" " 1] " n 1" (1] (1]
Nugber  9"-2' 3"-5 6"-8 9"-11 12"-14"  15"-18
A-1 NR NR >1000 >1000 NR » 1000
A-2 0 NR 30-45 NR NR NR
A-3 0 3-5 10-20 45 NR NR
A-4 1.8 2.2-3.2 MR NR NR NR
A-5 2.8 3-5 35 100 NR 125
A-6 4.8 >1000  >1000 >1000  >1000 NR
A-7 5.7 10-20 750 NR 1000  >1000
A-8 NR NR »1000 NR NR NR
A-9 NR NR NR  >1000 NR NR
A-10 NR NR NR > 1000 NR NR
A-11 NR NR NR > 1000 NR NR
A-12 NR NR NR > 1000 NR NR
A-13 NR NR NR > 1000 NR NR
A-14 NR NR 200 NR NR NR
A-17 NR NR >1000 NR NR NR
A-18 NR NR > 1000 NR NR NR

NOTE: NR denotes no reading taken



1.6.3 Shallow Lagoon Borings

In addition to the hand-augered holes, ten shallow borings were augered in the lagoon
area with the drill rig. These borings had a maximum depth of eight feet and are de-
lineated on the site plan by the prefix "LB'". These borings further aided in the
determination of the extent of staining in the upper portion of the overburden.

————

Total

Boring Depths of Depth of ovA Depth of Boring
Number Stained Zone (ft) OVA Reading(s) (ft) Reading(s) (ppm) (ft)
LB-1 No Staining 0-2 400 4

2-4 100
LB-2 1-4 0-1 200 4
LB-3 1-6 0-1 > 1000 6

1-6 21000
LB-4 1.5-3 NR NR 5
LB-5 No Staining NA > 1000 6
LB-6 No Staining NA >1000 8
LB-7 3.5-6 NA >1000 6
LB-8 No Staining NA 1000 6
LB-9 2'8"-3'8" NA >1000 6
LB-10 4-6 - NR NR 6

NOTES: 1) NR denotes no readings taken
2) NA denotes that the depth at which the OVA reading was taken was
not recorded.

1.7 Hydrogeologic Investigation
1.7.1 Split Spoon Samples

The final phase of the field program was the hydrogeologic investigation. During this
phase continuous split spoon samples were taken from the borings labelled with the pre
fix "SM" on the site map. The split spoons were taken for two reasons - to better define
the hydrogeology of the site and to aid in the determination of the vertical limit of
soil contamination. Contamination limits were checked visually by inspecting each spoon
and noting whether or not the soil contained in the split spoon was obviously stained.
The following table is a summary of the contaminated zones in the soil borings:

Soil Boring Depth to Top Contaminated Zone OVA Reading
Number of Contamination(ft) Thickness(ft) from boring(ppm)
SB-1 6 6 >1000
SB-2 2 10 >1000
SB-3 6 into bedrock >1000
SB-4 7.5 4.5 >1000
SB-5 None -— NR
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Soil samples were also taken from each of these borings for chemical analysis. A
chart on the site map shows the sample numbers given to each of these samples and
the boring from which each was extracted. It should be noted that in boring SB-1,
sample X111 was taken as the "worst case' situation with regard to staining.

Sample X109 represents the same situation in boring SB-2. Samples X110 and X112
were taken below these worst case situations, Boring logs are contained in Appendix
B.

Because these samples were for chemical analysis, the split spoons were cleaned
before each use. The following procedure was used:

detergent rinse
hexane rinse

methanol rinse
distilled water rinse

* X ¥ *

1.7.2 Monitoring Wells

A total of eight stainless steel monitoring wells were to be installed on-site.

Four deep wells were to be screened in the bedrock and four shallow wells were to be
screened across the water table surface. However, only three wells were completed
before the program was halted by the IEPA to begin preparations for surface clean-

up.

Two wells, one shallow and one deep, were completed near tanks T-18 and T-23. These
wells were labelled L1055 and L105D. One other shallow well, L106S, was installed
near the southern entrance to the site. Appendix C contains the construction logs
for each of these wells.

A deep well was under construction near well L106S but was not completed on instruc-
tions from the IEPA. The boring for this well had been cored a depth of 16.5 feet
and the 4-inch PVC casing grouted into place with a 5% bentonite grout to prevent
introduction of contaminants in preparation for the actual installation of the

well. This boring was left in a state so that the well could be completed should
the IEPA desire and is protected by a steel casing to prevent damage,

The three completed wells consist of two-inch diameter, 316 stainless steel, flush
threaded screens with 0.l-inch slot size. The screens are five feet long. The
risers are two-inch, 316 stainless steel, flush threaded pipe. The sandpack con-
sists of a silica sand from one foot below the screen to one foot above the screen,

A one~foot thick bentonite seal was placed just above the sandpack., Two types of
bentonite seals were used. Wells L105S and L105D had a bentonite powder in a

heavy slurry placed by tremie pipe as a seal. This method was employed to insure
that the seals were placed at the proper depths. Well L105D was a deep well and

the seal needed to be placed at a depth of 24 feet. Well L105S was a shallow well
that required a seal at only three feet, however, there was standing water above

the depth of the seal. These two situations precipitated the need to tremie the ben-
tonite slurry. The seal for well L106S was a one-foot layer of %-inch bentonite
pellets. This method could be utilized because of the shallow depth of the seal and
the fact that it was above the water table, Both the bentonite slurry and bentonite
pellets have the same sealing capacity. For all three wells, the remaining annular
space was filled with a 5% bentonite grout. Each well was protected by a six-inch
steel casing, with a locking cap, grouted around the well. The three completed wells
were developed for four hours each by the air 1ift method.



1.7.3 Groundwater Sampling

The last segment of the hydrogeologic investigation was the groundwater sampling.
This occurred on July 30, 1986. In all, twelve wells were sampled for volatile
organics - seven existing State wells, two nearby residential wells, and the three
new on-site wells. All groundwater samples were delivered to Aqualab, Inc. of
Bartlett, Illinois.

Residential well samples were taken from garden hoses connected to taps off the
discharge line for the wells. Prior to sampling, the water in each well was
allowed to run for at least five minutes so as to adequately purge the wells. The
monitoring wells were purged using a peristaltic pump., One of two criteria had to
be met before each well was sampled. Either the specific conductance, temperature,
and pH of the water being purged became stable, as determined by constant monitoring,
or three well volumes were pumped, whichever occurred first, Because the para-
meters being tested for were volatile organics, these wells were sampled with a
teflon bailer and a nylon rope. Between sample points the nylon rope was disposed
of and replaced with a new length of rope, and the bailer and peristaltic pump hose
were cleaned with the following procedure as outlined in Procedure 3 of the Wehran
Technical Procedures Manual:

Hexane rinse
Distilled water rinse
Methanol rinse
Distilled water rinse.

£ WK -

The following table shows the correlation between groundwater sampling numbers and
sampling locations:

Sample Number Location
G101 Mason residence
G102 Williams Bait Shop
G103 L102D
G104 L102S
G105 Field Blank
G106 - L104D
G107 L104L
G108 L101L
G109 L101D
Gl10 L101M
Glll Field Blank
Gll1l2 L105D
Gl13 L1058

Gll4 L106S

1.7.4 Site Security

During the hydrogeologic investigation, the locks on the access gate to the site
and on the site trailer were broken, and the trailer was burglarized during the
night of July 10. Among the items taken were:

* respirators
* respirator cartridges
* S5-minute escape packs



air lines
generator
pressure washer
steam cleaner
typewriter

* ¥ X% X *»

2.0  DESCRIPTION OF TANKS AND DRUMS

2.1 Introduction

During the initial portion of the site investigation of the Lenz 0il site, from
June 18 to July 2, 1986, Wehran Engineering located and labelled 35 tanks and 197
drums. Most of these containers held materials of unknown composition. The
following sections list the size, shape, and depth of the contents for each tank
and the depth of the contents for each drum,

2.2 Tanks

The depth of the material in the tanks was measured by pushing a one-inch by two-
inch board into the material, removing it, and measuring the length of the stained
section. The following is a list of the tanks that contained material at the in-
itiation of the project.

Cylindrical Tanks

Tank Diameter Length Depth of OVA Readings at

ID (ft) (ft) Contents (ft) openings (ppm) Copments
T-5 8 21.5 1.2 300-400 Horizontal
T-6 8 24 6.5 10-15 Horizontal
T-7 7.5 32 4.6 30-40 Horizontal
T-8 7 16 2.7 20-25 Horizontal
T-9 8.5 21 7.4 300 Horizontal
T-10 10 30 3.6 1 Horizontal
T-11 7 NR 4.9 10 Horizontal,

Underground

T-12 8.5 21 2.2 200-400 Horizontal
T-13 8 21.5 2.0 20-40 Horizontal
T-14 NR NR NR NR Horizontal
T-15 6.5 24 0.5 10-15 Horizontal
T-19 NR NR Trace 0 Tank Truck
T-20 NR NR Trace 0 Tank Truck
T-21 NR NR Trace 2 Tank Truck
T-22 NR NR 0.5 8 Tank Truck
T-23 NR NR 4.3 300 Horizontal
T-24 NR NR 1.2 60 Horizontal
T-25 NR NR 1.1 25 Horizontal
T-26 NR NR 0.5 60 Horizontal
T-27 NR NR 0.2 >1000 Horizontal
T-29 NR NR Trace 35-45 Tank Truck
T-31 7 20 1/3 Full 36 Vertical



Cylindrical Tanks Cont.

Tank Diameter Length Depth of OVA Readings at
ID ¢ (ft) (fe) Contents (ft) openings (ppm) Comments
T-35 NR NR 300 gal 21000 300 gal tank
NOTE: NR denotes that the dimensions were not measured. See note 3 on site

plan.

Rectangular Tanks

Tank Length Width Depth of OVA Readings
ID # (ft) (ft) Contents (ft) at opening(ppm) Comments
T-16 45 29 5.8 1-2 Underground
T-18 50 30 9.0 21000 Underground
T-34 45 37.5 6.4 1.2 Underground

The following tanks were empty at the commencement of the project:
Tank ID# Comments

-1 Horizontal
-2 Vertical
-3 Tank Truck
-4 Small water tank
~-28 Tank Truck

=30 Tank Truck

T-32 Vertical

T-33 Vertical

e I e e el

The depth of material in the underground tank T-17 was not measured due to
difficulty of access through the surface port, It appears that this tank con-
tains, or contained gasoline because the port was found under a gasoline pump.

The information contained in the above tables is supplemented by the Tank Sample
Data Sheets contained in Appendix D.

It should be noted that the IEPA hired an independent contractor to pump several
thousand gallons of the contents of tank T-18 into nearby empty tank trucks to
eliminate the surface release caused by T-18. These tank trucks included T-22 and
T-28.
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2.3 Drums

Appendix A contains a summary sheet for the drums that were found on site. The
first column of this summary sheet, Drum ID#, lists the number that actually
appears on the drums or on the overpack. The second column gives the condition
of each drum. There were two basic entries for drum condition, OP and G. "OP"
denotes the drum had to be overpacked and "G" means the drum was in good enough
condition that there was no need for it to be overpacked.

Column 3 shows the physical state of the waste, either liquid, solid, or semi-
fluid. Semifluid is a state where a substance is neither liquid nor solid. It
is a substance that flows but is extremely viscous.

The height of waste was measured for almost every drum. This is shown in column
4. The following is a key to the symbols contained in this column:

F = Full
E = Empty
any fraction = approximate fraction of a full drum

E:

no reading

The fifth column was rarely used because waste depths of the 55-gallon drums were
estimated. However, this column was used to estimate volumes of drums that were
not of the standard 55-gallon variety.

The sixth column (OVA/HNU reading) notes any reading that was recorded using an
Organic Vapor Analyzer (OVA) or a photoionization unit (HNU) when the drum was
opened.

The specific conductivity and pH of the contents of the drums were not measured and,
consequently, column 7 was not used. Column 8 lists the appearance of the samples
that were taken from the drums.

The last column (comments) 1s probably the most important column because it lists
the sample number for each drum. The following is a list that should "decode" the
sample numbers:

X2 -~ followed by any two numbers denotes a sample taken from a drum in
the series D1-D99

X2 - followed by the letters C or D then a number (e,g. X2Cl or X2D2) denotes
a composite sample. There will be a least two drums per composite sample
but no more than four

XD - followed by any two numbers also denotes a composite sample

X4 - followed by any two numbers denotes a sample taken from the series D100
to D197

XS - followed by any two numbers denotes a duplicate sample taken from the
same location as the other sample listed on the same line

T & B - denotes a drum that was phase layered and samples were taken from both
the top (T) and bottom (B)
E - Empty



APPENDIX A

Drum Sampling Data Sheetg
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